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/^Law-enforcement officials \ar'e 
■/investigating" reports that the head ■. 
1: -of .the Iranian secret police -wasm:,: 

the -Washington area-several days? 
rt before the assassination of former^ 
/Iranian Embassy, press. attaches AH| 

vAkbair Tabatabairi^-iVl^-v^;^;;!;^ 

^rLaw-enforcement' sources isaid A 

IVyesterday- that Gen. Hossein 'Fagvj 

?■ dpust/.the head; of ,SAVAMA;.'theq 

' secret-police agency, of .Ayatollah j 
'■ Kuhollah Kliomeini. was' reportedly ! 

. 'seen in the area shortly before Ta- 
V batabai was gunned down in the 
doorway of his Bethesda home July. 

iV, > Fardoust was also in Paris about a 
v/veek' earlier at the time of the at-; 

A tempted assassination of former Ira- . 

• nian- Prime Minister Shahpour : 

i'^Bakhtiar,- the- leader of exile forces^ 

^opposed to Khomeini, according to, 
Cprenchnewspaper reports. 
S/KitFafdbust reportedly -came to .the;. 

''■ ' United States recehtly to step up 
^/pro-Khomeini actiyity here, includ- 
/iving acts,, of ^iplehcer^against- 
’■/Khomeini opponents, according to 
>•; information provided law-en_force-; 
p.mpnt agencies,^ 

^.--Law-enforcement, officials;, said 
^yesterday they expect- to! present 

^ -evidence about theTabatabai nuir?.. 
'•Kderind activities itf the U.Sfpfpr.Ov 
.^Khomeini groups to .hfpdera^grand 

jg$ic Daoud Salahuddih,' a '29-year-old 
c-District man who worked atthe Ira^. 
'? "nian Interests Section of the A) ge-: 

*i.r i an Embassy/ is expected -to be nv 
dieted by the grand.jury, sources. 

#said:-'Salahuddin, : who'is believed.: 

•? : now to be in Iran,- has been charged. 
0by federal authorities with themur^ 


But the grand jury will also be . 

• presented with evidence that other! .-. 
persons, both here and abroad, may ; . 

' have been connected with the kill-. - 
; ing of Tabatabai, a prominent; ; 

• Khomeini critic. It also will, investi-, 
■gate reports that as much as S5 mil-1 
lion has been fnnneled into the ; ; 
United States from Iran to finance 
pro-Khomeini groups, sources said. .? 

One law-enforcement official said 
investigators are seeking to deter-.; ■: 
mine who was “acting as a conduit i 
for Iranian funds and what role ; 

> s those activities ' might .have played : 

in Tabatabai’s murder;': ; .' T.yV'g 

? pin addition to the reported sight-; 
ings of Fardoust, there have also ! 

• been reports within the.Iranian;, 
exile community that another high-/ 
Pranking SAVAMA official, Gen. Alii 
. Akbar Farazian, was in. the country;; 
recently, probably oii the. West 
. Coast. Some Iranian exiles have i 
drawn a connection between Fara-;j 
zian’s presence there and the shoot- i 
i ing of a student outside the Los An- ; 
ivgeles ? home of x. anti-Khomeini^ 
i; activist Cambyse Shah-Rais AugMc;^!; 

Rumors that SAVAMA chief, Far- j 
doust was in Washington have been 
“■/circulating among Iranians here for j 
weeks. One widely circulated story^ 
fSis T that he was seen; dining, in-.'a? 
/•/French restaurant in Georgetown-^ 

, 7 ’But law-enforcement .officials j 
x-said yesterday that, although they ; 
f/are aware of. these -rumors,; their j 
^-information comes from independ-; 

' ent intelligence sources they cate- 
gorize as “reliable.” The officials: 
jijsaid they are actively investigating 
-the information. , ., »• ■ ' ■ ►- • 

^.. Fardoust has been viewed as a 
/ mystery man of Iranian intelligence 
- / whose loyalty has been questioned 
? by both supporters and opponents 
' of Khomeini’s Islamic revolution. 
■//He- was a friend and military school 
ff classmate of the late shah of Iran 
Ajand later rose to become deputy 
•Wjchief of SAVAK, the shah’s secret 
"i police:. I/ -feed; . 

9 Ironically, Fardoust was also a 
S: boyhood neighbor of. Tabatabai’s in- 
•' Tehran in the early 19‘lOs, accord- 
I'ing/to Mohammed R. Tabatabai; 
^..brother of the-'slainilranian dissi- 
ki dent. ... ■ 


But earlier this year Fard oust was- 
• id entified by .U.S.' intcll'igence ancT 
I ranian exile sources as the head' of 
KhomemTs SAVA'? TA',"descnBed1;y'' _ 
some - sources as a mirror image of I 
SAVA'fCTnTact, Taba fab a i. , c h a r g e d ] 
"in a. newspaper interview shortly / 
before his death, that SAVAMA con- . 

. .tained virtually. the same organiza-,..' 
i tionaL structure' and many of, the 
/same agentsas SAVAK... 

-. /Fardoust’s- change of loyalties 
embittered the shah and.his family. 

: ..In her memoir, “Faces in a Mirror,” 

•\ the shah’s sister, Ashraf Pahlavi. ac-j 
cused Fardoust’of deliberately. with- 
' holding SAVAK information about a 
; sharp increase in anti-shah .ser- 
{ mons.. .in -Iranian.': mosques;:, by 
f religious munahs:^/^;';c/.?//:£'3'« 
fd/Pahlaui wrote that . the. SAVAK’s' 
i -failure to provide the shah. with this 
s -information ' during ;the final years 
-f of his- reign contributed to his sud- 
den downfall. She said she was 
j:j‘coriviricedl’,tSatFardo'ust.was ne : 
%g ot i a ti n g-v> i t h/t h e-; ; s t i 1 1 - e x i I e d 
/i-Khomeini during this 'pen6d.:;;-;/S/;'.'; 
HaTabatabai’s. brother;. Mohammed,: 
/said yesterday that he is confident 
v that the stories that Fardoust and; 
t 'Farazian had recently been in the 
■f -United States are accurate; XpZft - 
vvi/d’.There were newspaper articles:, 
/■that said that both of them were in 
Paris at the time of the assassina- 
ition of the shah’s, nephew," he said. 
//’.There, were articles that they were 
/ again. in Paris when; they tried to 
kill Pnikhiair. If you look at the 
/•/trend, it is clear that: they have 


Tabatabai also said that .: For, 

;■ -jj.oust’s wife and /children are.ftow 
/ living in the; United States,. "in the-. 

. Boston and Connecticut area.”';.'/ 

he said that he is, convinced,, 
/.-after talking to rhany. other Iranian: 
-fl.exilesv that. the tw.6 SAVAMA offi- 


. v ;cials came here “to carry on .theif 
f^^ter ror ism "ZiZ/vK Zf 
^?s;‘’They killed my. brother and now 
& they’re probably goiiig to try to kill 

iv.me”hesaid.- ; :K^irf:?v/’-;-;;* 
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